


} Culture	  is	  the	  way	  of	  life	  of	  a	  group	  
of	  people	  who	  share	  similar	  beliefs	  
and	  customs.	  



• Language 

• Values and beliefs (religion) 

• Way of life (food, shelter, dress, etc.) 

• Government  

• Economics 

• Education 

• Fine Arts  



}  Dialects-‐	  A	  local	  form	  of	  a	  language	  that	  may	  have	  
a	  distinct	  vocabulary	  and	  pronunciation	  



}  Major	  Religions	  
}  Judaism	  
◦  Abraham	  

}  Islam	  
◦ Muhammad	  

}  Hinduism	  
◦  Unknown	  

}  Christianity	  
◦  Jesus	  Christ	  

}  Buddhism	  
◦  Siddhartha	  Gautama	  



}  Food,	  clothing,	  and	  shelter	  that	  reflects	  the	  culture	  
and	  the	  physical	  surroundings.	  



}  Types	  of	  Government:	  
◦  Democracy-‐-‐-‐Power	  is	  held	  by	  the	  people	  
◦  Dictatorship–	  The	  leader	  rules	  by	  force	  
◦  Monarchy-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  a	  government	  led	  by	  a	  king	  or	  queen	  by	  a	  
ruling	  family	  
◦  Communism-‐-‐-‐	  A	  group	  of	  people	  rule	  by	  force	  



}  Economic	  System—The	  method	  used	  to	  answer	  	  
three	  questions:	  

}  1.	  What	  goods	  and	  services	  to	  produce?	  
}  2.	  How	  to	  produce	  them?	  
}  3.	  Who	  will	  receive	  them?	  



}   Teach the young those skills which 
are necessary for adult survival 

 
 



}  Through	  music,	  painting,	  sculpture,	  dance	  and	  
literature,	  the	  arts	  can	  tell	  stories	  about	  important	  
figures	  and	  events	  in	  culture.	  
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Culture traits are items that are specific to a 
group of people. 


For example:  True Mexican food is specific to 
Mexico and it’s citizens.

Is the only place you can purchase variations of 
Mexican food in Mexico?

Why?



}  The movement of cultural traits from one place 
to another is called cultural diffusion. It 
generally happens when people, ideas, or things 
move from a point of origin to another location 
over time.  The spread of English around the 
globe is an example of cultural diffusion .  

The red 
arrows show 
you where 
the English 
language 

has spread 
around the 

world. 



}  Immigration- immigrants bring their culture with      
them and it spreads.

}  War- the conquerors force their culture on the 
conquered people. 



}  If an area shares a large number of cultural traits, 
geographers refer to that place as a cultural region.   

}  In the United States, a region such as New England 
could be defined as follows: the area in which many 
people root for the same sports team (the Red Sox), 
pronounce chowder “chowda”, and use the word 
wicked as an adjective for something extreme, as in 
“It’s wicked cold out there!” 

 
}  What makes the South a cultural region? 



If you had to describe what 
culture is in one all 

encompassing sentence, 
what would it be? 


